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Rector’s Corner
Last week's Rector's Corner presented you with some sobering news about the financial situation of Emmanuel as we move into the new year. Since that time, the picture has improved a bit, but still remains of concern. We ended 2011 in a better place than I had feared a week ago, thanks to offerings at the very end of the year. Although there may be a few small bills outstanding, it appears we will close the year having borrowed roughly $24,000 from savings to cover our expenses in 2011 rather than the $35,000-39,000 I anticipated when I wrote the article.  

Turning to the year ahead, we now have received $490,000 in pledges for 2012 (up $7,100 from a week ago), leaving us about 10% ($53,000) short of what we need for a fully funded budget in 2012. Our Finance Commission will be meeting on Tuesday, January 17 to assess the need/advisability of coming back to our members in a "Second Mile" campaign, as well as discerning whether there are ways we may reduce our budget without harming unduly the mission and ministry of our parish. 
Our annual parish meeting reaffirmed for me the love and devotion of so many members of our congregation, and the great value people place in being part of a faith community that is compassionate, supportive and open to the Holy Spirit moving in our lives. Thank you to all who give generously of their time, talent and treasure to the work of our Lord through Emmanuel Church.

Odds and Ends
* At our annual parish meeting last Sunday (1/8) James Carver, Shawn Duesberry, Bob Gerling, Alison Leclaire and Curt Womble were elected to 3 year terms on our Vestry, and George Chafee was elected to fill out a one year term.

* This coming Saturday, January 14, is the birthday of our oldest member. Joe Smith will be 108 years old. Congratulations and best wishes from your Emmanuel family.

* On the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6), nearly 70 members of Emmanuel participated in a "Skiturgy" a creative recounting of the story of the Magi, the Apostles, the women of the early church, and some of the notable Christian leaders and luminaries down through the centuries to the present. The lighting of candles played an important part in this liturgy. Our Rector's sister-in-law, the Rev. Molly Scherm served as the celebrant at the Eucharist which followed. 

Emmanuel’s turn to feed the homeless at Judeo Christian Outreach Center (JCOC) is this Thursday, January 12, 2012. Please sign up in the Parish Hall to provide food and/or serve the meal.  Have food at Emmanuel no later than 4:00 p.m. on the 12th.  We will serve at 6:00 p.m.
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         Rev. Julia’s Corner

      Wisdom of the Ages
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Beginning on Tuesday, January 10, 1-3 p.m. the W.O.A. group will begin on the Book of Genesis. The class will be titled “Starting at the Beginning, a look at The Book of Genesis.” Please note the day and time have changed from the previous announcement.
         [image: image4.wmf]InFormation
Adopt-a-Missioner!

Our young people will be sent out to do Gospel work this spring with their first ever Youth Mission Trip. They will be heading out to Tennessee and will be working at a couple of job sites in addition to learning about environmental issues in “coal country” and having some fellowship time with their friends from here at Emmanuel and new friends we have not yet met. The cost of the trip is $500 per person. Some of our youth know that their families will not be able to pay for the trip, and the youth focus their time on school work rather than getting a job. You can support one of our fabulous youth by offering to help them pay for this trip so that they don’t miss out on an amazing faith enhancing experience! It would be completely anonymous. You make a donation, and we give it to the youth who need it most! I hope you will consider this wonderful opportunity to make a difference in the life of one of our youth, and also the lives of some very needy folks in Appalachia. Remember – your deposit is due by January 15. 
Caring for Our Parents Discussion Group 
“Caring for Our Parents” led by Marti Drummond-Dale began January 8 at 7 p.m. in the Library and will run each Sunday evening through January 29. Practical advice, frank conversation, and unwavering support is what you will find at this event!  Please join us even if you missed the first session.
Adult Forum Schedule
January 15 and 22 we will have Julia with us again to finish the Marcus Borg series “Embracing an Adult Faith.”

January 29 we will have a review of our recent Belize Mission Trip by team members.

In February Michael Jenkins will take us on a guided tour of The Screwtape Letters by C.S Lewis! 

And then it will be LENT….holy cow that was fast!!!!

               Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Worship Leader Schedule

	Sunday
	8:30 Service

	January 15
	Peter, Brewer, White

	January 22
	Peter, Larmore, Jenkins

	January 29
	Peter, Kelly, Landau

	February 5
	Peter, Everton, Stephenson

	February 12
	Peter, Irvin, Irvin


Volunteers are needed to lead Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 8:30 service. Sign up in the Parish Hall.
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      FOOD PANTRY

It’s now time to restock the Food Pantry.  As many of you know, the Food Pantry provides temporary assistance to needy families, most of whom are referred to us by the Virginia Beach Department of Social Services.  We share this responsibility with a number of other churches in the Kempsville community on a rotating basis.  Our next week of service is January 30 – February 3.

Non-perishable food items are urgently needed to restock the Food Pantry.  Although all donations are welcome, we particularly need certain items in certain quantities.  If every individual or family will bring the item assigned to them according to the first letter of their name, we will be off to a good start.
If your last name
begins with:


Bring:
A, B, OR C

CANNED VEGETABLES

D, E, OR F

CANNED FRUIT

G, H, OR I

CANNED TUNA/CHICKEN 

J OR K


PEANUT BUTTER/JELLY

L


SPAGHETTI & JAR OF SAUCE

M


MACARONI & CHEESE (BOXED)

N OR O


PASTA/RICE MIXES

P OR Q


CANNED CHILI/SPAGHETTIOS

R, S, T, U, OR V

SOUP/BEEF STEW

W, X, Y, OR Z

CEREAL BOXES/INSTANT TYPES

Note:  Please do not bring old outdated items.

Please put your donations in the shopping cart in the Narthex.  Volunteers are needed to shop for the perishable items on the days Emmanuel has the duty and be at the church on the afternoons when the family picks up their food.  If you would like to help, please contact Charlie Schindler at 424 8665 or leave a note in the Food Pantry box in the office.

Scheduled dates for 2012:

March 26 – 30

May 28 – June 1

July 23 – 27

September 17 – 21

November 12 – 16
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Emmanuel's Green Team will meet at 7:30 Wednesday, January 18, in Conference Room 2. Why not make it a New Year's resolution to attend our meeting and find out more about being a better steward of God's Creation?  Be on the lookout for a "Green" Lenten challenge coming up next month in the Epistle on Emmanuel's website.
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          Emmanuel Prayer Chain

  Did you know that Emmanuel has an e-mail
  prayer chain for parishioners and former members of Emmanuel?  If you would like to receive the prayer chain via e-mail and pray for those requesting prayers, please send an e-mail with your name to pattyrapp@gmail.com.  I will do my best to send out your requests in a timely manner, but sometimes I cannot respond immediately.  This prayer ministry definitely has brought me closer to God and to the members of Emmanuel.  I hope you will consider adding your name to the list of 174 other members on the Prayer Chain.  

Prayer request guidelines are listed below:

1. Prayer requests must come either directly from the person requesting prayers or with the permission of the person for whom the request is made.  This is to respect everyone’s privacy.

2. Prayer requests should be for church members, their family or close friends.

3. Please send a request via email to pattyrapp@gmail.com.  Be sure the request contains your name.

4.  If you do not have email but would like to request prayers, you may call the church and leave your request with Donna. 

5. State your request clearly and in as few words as possible. God already knows all the details!

[image: image8.wmf]             Men’s Breakfast
The next Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, January 14, 2012, at 7:30 a.m.  Please note that Men’s Breakfast will be on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays beginning this month.  Sign up in the Parish Hall.
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Faith in Fiction is a group that enjoys reading and discussing books.  We focus on the spiritual thread and/or social consciousness running through the story line of a novel.  We meet on the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Library.  If you have questions, please call Bonnie Kiermaier 495-3454.

Faith in Fiction future selection:

February:  Rock Island Line by David Rhodes

Stewardship

New Year’s Resolutions

1. Let us take time to plan and make Stewardship of time and talent a part of our lifestyle and Stewardship of treasure a part of our budget.

2. Take care of your needs and the needs of your family-not necessarily all their wants. In looking at what we need versus what we want, we end up placing material things and money in their perspective.

3. Open our hearts, schedules and hands to others-be available and willing to listen and give our time and our love. Those we can give to can be neighbors, fellow parishioners, as well as those who are hurting.

4. Develop your talents to the fullest so that you can benefit Emmanuel and our community. Your abilities grow with use; but unused, they may wither away.

5. Recognize that every day is a gift from God, strive to spend some of each day with God, through prayer, scripture reading, quiet time, meditation and other spiritual activities.

A Note from Rog and Liz
Dear Emmanuel Family,
Thank you so much for the prayers and the wonderful goodie package sent to help support me through my general ordination exams. These exams covered everything from scripture to the theory and practice of ministry and draw from all of the topics covered during seminary. They touched on stuff I knew I studied (somewhere, sometime) but I could not remember all the particulars. This testing process is the mental equivalent to completing a full triathlon. By Saturday the 7th I had written over ten thousand words during the 24.5 hours of testing. I was drained, but relieved. I confess that at the end of the second day (the 4th) I was very distressed. I was sure my answers missed the mark and I was just wasting time. I was in the dumps. I wanted to retreat. The couch and TV looked like a sanctuary, complete with an icon, where I could abandon all thoughts and wallow. Lovingly, Liz tried her best to coach and console me, which was nice, but then I was blessed to receive the goodie box from Emmanuel. The box was an answer to prayer - a prayer oddly constructed of self-doubt and self-pity that I did not even know I was offering up. The notes encouraged me and the food stuff energized me. Through you all, the spirit comforted and empowered me. I learned yet again that it is not about MY efforts and having THE right answers, but about God's love and grace. I remembered the words of St Julian of Norwich "All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well." My distress vanished in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye. I actually enjoyed the remaining days of testing. That is the wonderful power conveyed by the contents of the box you sent. You facilitated a holy moment. You are all such a blessing to me, to the community, to the Diocese and to ECUSA.  Thank you all so much. 

Dios le bendiga

Roger

 

PS I taped the notes and cards to the wall where I study. I am keeping them up until I graduate. 

It's Liz...

I want to say thank you for the boxes you sent Rog. They arrived at just the right time - after the first two days of tests and before the last two days of tests. He was feeling pretty low, second guessing himself and all that. Those boxes (and all the love they contained) and a couple phone calls from a few of you and his whole attitude changed. The last two days of tests weren't any easier but he sure felt better. I can't thank you enough.

Now, we wait for a month or so to find out the results. What a roller coaster.
Peace,

Liz

What’s Happening!
Jan. 10
Crafters – 9:30 a.m.


Wisdom of the Ages Bible Study – 1 p.m.


Day School Commission – 7 p.m.

Jan. 11
Healing/Eucharist – 10:30 a.m.


Parish Life Commission – 6:30 p.m.


Liturgy Planning Committee – 7 p.m.

Jan. 12
Knitters – 10 a.m.


Feed Homeless at JCOC – 6 p.m.


Handbell Rehearsal – 6:30 p.m.


Adult Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 13
Top Chef EYC Lock-in – 7 p.m.

Jan. 14
Men’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m.

Jan. 15
Holy Eucharist – 7:30, 8:30, 11 a.m.


Formation Activities – 9:45 a.m.


EYC – 4 p.m.


Caring for Parents – 7 p.m.

Jan. 16
Day School Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Art Group – 10 a.m.


Building & Grounds Commission – 3:30 p.m.


Bible Study – 6:30 p.m.


Yoga Class – 7 p.m.

Jan. 17
Crafters – 9:30 a.m.


Wisdom of the Ages Bible Study – 1 p.m.


Finance Commission – 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 18
Healing/Eucharist – 10:30 a.m.


Vestry Orientation – 7 p.m.


Green Team Meeting – 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 19
Knitters – 10 a.m.


Handbell Rehearsal – 6:30 p.m.


Adult Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 22
Holy Eucharist – 7:30, 8:30, 11 a.m.


Formation Activities – 9:45 a.m.


EYC – 4 p.m.


Caring for Parents – 7 p.m.

Jan. 23
Art Group – 10 a.m.


Bible Study – 6:30 a.m.


Yoga Class – 7 p.m.

Jan. 24
Crafters – 9:30 a.m.


Wisdom of the Ages Bible Study – 1 p.m.

Jan. 25
Healing/Eucharist – 10:30 a.m.


BUBBLES (Vintage & Draft) – 7 p.m.
Jan. 26
Knitters – 10 a.m.


Handbell Rehearsal – 6:30 p.m.


Curriculum Committee – 7 p.m.


Adult Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 28
Men’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m.

Jan. 29
Holy Eucharist – 7:30, 8:30, 11 a.m.


Formation Activities – 9:45 a.m.


EYC Exam Smack-down – 4 p.m.


Caring for Parents – 7 p.m.

You can read the complete Bible in two years using The Daily Office, and in three years using The Revised Common Lectionary.

The current cycle is using:  Daily Office Readings Year Two & Revised Common Lectionary Year B;
Daily Office Readings for the upcoming week & Sunday Revised Common Lectionary Readings
(Underlined readings are clickable links directly to the Bible passage)

	This Week’s Readings:
	
	Psalms
	Old Testament
	New Testament
	Gospel

	Week of the                               First Sunday after Epiphany  

                                     Tuesday
	January 10
	Psalm 5, 6; Psalm 10, 11 
	Genesis           3:1-24
	Hebrews            2:1-10
	John             1:19-28

	Wednesday
	January 11
	Psalm 119:1-24; Psalm 12, 13, 14

	Genesis        4:1-16
	Hebrews       2:11-18
	John                1:(29-34)         35-42

	Thursday
	January 12
	Psalm 18:1-20; Psalm 18:21-50 
	Genesis         4:17-26
	Heb. 3:1-11
	John            1:43-51

	Friday
	January 13
	Psalm 16, 17;

Psalm 22 
	Genesis            6:1-8
	Heb. 3:12-19;
	John                 2:1-12

	Saturday
	January 14
	Psalm 20, 21:1-7         (8-14); 

Psalm 110:1-5 (6-7), 116, 117 
	Genesis         6:9-22
	Heb. 4:1-13;
	John               2:13-22

	Week of the 

Second Sunday after Epiphany  

                                       Sunday
	Daily Office

RCL 

January 15
	Psalm 148, 149, 150;  

Psalm 114, 115 

Psalm 139:1-5,12-17 
	Genesis          7:1-10,17-23
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)
	Ephesians          4:1-16;

1 Corinthians 6:12-20
	Mark 3:7-19  

John 1:43-51 

	Monday
	January 16
	Psalm 25; 

Psalm 9, 15 
	Genesis       8:6-22
	Hebrews           4:14-5:6
	John             2:23-3:15

	Tuesday
	January 17
	Psalm 26, 28;  

Psalm 36, 39 
	Genesis          9:1-17
	Hebrews          5:7-14
	John             3:16-21

	 Wednesday
	January 18
	Psalm 38; 

Psalm 119:25-48 
	Genesis          9:18-29
	Hebrews            6:1-12
	John             3:22-36

	 Thursday
	January 19
	Psalm 37:1-18; Psalm 37:19-42 
	Genesis          11:1-9
	Hebrews         6:13-20
	John              4:1-15

	Friday
	January 20
	Psalm 31;          Psalm 35 
	Genesis           11:27-12:8
	Hebrews          7:1-17
	John              4:16-26

	Saturday
	January 21
	Psalm 30, 32;           Psalm 42, 43 
	Genesis         12:9-13:1
	Hebrews          7:18-28
	John                4:27-42


Schedule for January 15, 2012
YOUTH SUNDAY
PREACHER:  The Rev. Julia Messer
7:30 a.m. 

LAY READER:  Dick Wilk
8:30 a.m.
LAY READERS:  Joanne Wade, Diann Nickelsburg
USHERS:  Ken Eastwood, Jim & Sharon O’Meara
ACOLYTES:  Jesse Totten, Aaron Seip, Maggie Hallauer,

Luke Hallauer
HEALING MINISTERS:  Clarissa Ernest, Betty Schindler
VESTRY GREETER:  Diann Nickelsburg
COFFEE HOSTS:  Marti & Dave Mansfield
WELCOMER:  Marty Basden

11:00 a.m.
ACOLYTES:  C.J. Crissman, Nathan Hyatt, David Maple, Tyler Crissman

HEALING MINISTERS:  Pat Paull, Nancy Snell
VESTRY GREETER:  Rymn Parsons
WELCOMERS:  Gary & Linda Ardison
COFFEE HOSTS:  Valerie McAnsh, Steve Chandler
EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  Les & Marti Dale
COUNTERS:  (1/16) Martha Hufford, Tom Sugg, Anne McCoy, Phil & Mary Lynn Slough
ALTAR GUILD:  (1/7-1/20) Janet Thomas, Sallie Davis, Loretta Mann, Tracie Filipich, Loretta Jensen
FLOWER GUILD:  (1/14) Sandy Everton, Joanie Upson
LAY READER LAUNDERERS:  (1/8-1/21) Betty Schindler, Tim Sessions
Parish Care Contact:

   Clara Boyle – 818-5128

LAY READERS:  Doug Irvin, Betty Schindler
USHERS:  Bob Paull, Suzanne Pugh, Tom Rychlik

Please Pray for:

Peace in the world; John, our Rector; Julia, our Assistant Rector; Marguerite, our Deacon; Howard our retired clergy, in their daily life and work.
Please pray for:  Debra, Loretta, Charlie, Carolyn, Rhonda, Jamie, Ollie, Molly, Patsy, Grover, Margaret, Dot, Bob, Larry, Rita, Barbara, Wendy, Mathew, Jeffrey, Curt, Rachel, Pat, Janet, Ruth, Arianne, Jake, Tim, Vicki, the Cummings family, Philip, Midge, Janis, Pam, Shannon, Meaghan, Hunter, Betty Jean, Peggy, Parker, Michelle, Sarah Grace, Jill, Jack, Juliana, Katie, Paige, Judy, Chris, Paul, Nick, Samuel, William, Romelda, Art, Michaela, Connie, Kay, Ian, and Sandy.
All those in our armed forces and their families at home and abroad:  Stephen & Daniel Campbell, Jason Baer, Kurt Shriever, Jack Knopp, and Darby Mullis.
Those in prison:  Aki, Anthony, Robert, James, Larry, John, Tim, Ryan, and Harry.
All sermons can be found on our blog.

http://emmanuelvb.blogspot.com/
Find us on Facebook at Emmanuel Episcopal Church Virginia Beach

Emmanuel’s email address:  eec@emmanuelvb.org

Visit Emmanuel's web site at: http://emmanuelvb.com
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