Thursday, February 18, 2010

  Day 42  I Never Expected It
     John 17: 1-8

"Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me."
   This is a prayer Jesus prays for himself, his Disciples and followers at the Last Supper (The Passover Feast). Jesus had mentioned earlier in John 13: 31-32; "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once." Jesus is repeating what he had said earlier. Glorification meant a transfiguration into a more splendid form. We are talking about movement from the natural world to the spiritual world.
     Next, Jesus talks about eternal life, the Christian reward. This is the golden ring, the light at the end of the tunnel, the big prize, the medal, the crown, your reward. Jesus also explains eternal life: "that we may know God, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom God sent." Earlier in John 14; 2-3, Jesus says: " In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you may be where I am. We are promised eternal life in God's house. What a great reward! Eternal life requires entering into a personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ. When we admit our sin and turn away from it, Christ's love lives in us by the Holy Spirit.
     Jesus drops a hint in the next sentence that he was around more than just thirty- three years. He was glorified by God before the world began. So, how old would that make Jesus? Jesus came down from heaven and returned to heaven to be at God's right hand. Jesus was asking his Father to restore him to his original place of honor and authority.
    In the sixth verse, Jesus is praying to God for the disciples.  He states that the disciples were given to him by God and that they obeyed God's word. Jesus states that the disciples also know that everything he gave them was from God. The 
disciples not only knew the words, they accepted them. Finally, the disciples knew that Jesus came from God. This prayer was almost like a judgment by the High Priest that the disciples were worthy to enter heaven by their actions. The lives of Jesus' disciples reveal his character, and he is present to the world through them.
     Jesus later in the prayer prays for future believers; that is you and me. In verses 20-24: "My prayer is not for them alone.; I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you....Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world." John's gospel gives us all true hope that Jesus is waiting for us and has prepared a room for us when we leave this earth.

~Bill Sisley

Daily Office Reading:


AM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+37:1-18"�Psalm 37:1-18�;   PM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+37:19-42"�Psalm 37:19-42� ��HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Habakkuk+3:1-18"�Hab. 3:1-10(11-15)16-18�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Philippians+3:12-21"�Phil. 3:12-21�;  �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=John+17:1-8"�John 17:1-8� 


�HYPERLINK "http://satucket.com/lectionary/Martin_Luther.htm"�Martin Luther���HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+46"�Psalm 46� ��HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Isaiah+55:6-11"�Isaiah 55:6-11�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Romans+3:21-28"�Romans 3:21-28�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=John+15:1-11"�John 15:1-11� 











