Saturday, February 20, 2010

Day 44 - Gasping For Air
Bill Dahl on Day 44 relates the horror he and his wife felt when they learned that their new granddaughter had been born dead.  It was devastating news beyond their comprehension – as he eagerly answered the phone in expectation of good news about a new life, only to hear what no one ever wants to hear.  

Just when I think I have this Christian faith thing figured out, something in life occurs that leaves me gasping for breath. It causes me to grow, to challenge what I think I know, to desire to learn again, to throw myself at the feet of Hope in Jesus Christ clinging to the only thing I know; He is with me. He is with me retching and bawling His eyes out at the horror that is wracking my wife’s soul as she soaked another pillow case, with tears of incessant, uncontrollable sobbing. He’s with me during my inability to come up with words to describe the terror that is wracking my life. He’s with me during the unthinkable.

As difficult as it was to read these words, it was the following sentence that stunned me.  We never received a card, a call, or a visit from anybody at our church during this time.  Could anyone at Emmanuel imagine this indifference occurring in our church family?  Whether it’s the help of one friend or the spiritual support of the prayer chain, a jump-into-action team or the comfort of a Cursillo group, a pastoral visit or a referral for specialized services, the Emmanuel family is never uncaring or neglectful.  The idea is incomprehensible.

Mike and I experienced the Emmanuel Way during our week in Belize.  Everyone stepped up without being asked to help or fulfill a need – not only in service at Holy Cross Anglican School, but within our own group -- a ride to the airport, a golf cart for Ollie’s transportation, sharing of medicine with those who caught a bug, and general concern for one another’s well-being.

As Bill Dahl says, God uses ordinary people to assist Him in his compassionate care for those He so desperately loves. When you’re drowning in life, it’s essential to have some people close to you who are floating on the surface, splashing the water so you know which way is up. . . . They are people who are willing to descend to where you are, grab your hand and drag you to the surface when you’ve lost the ability to kick for it.  But even when the people at his church forgot this message, God was there for him.

Let us never forget, because we’re too busy or preoccupied or uncomfortable or lacking in the right words, to support those in need – through a call, a prayer, a visit, a gift of food or money, a ride, a hug.  God is there, but we need to be His assistants in compassionate care for those we love.

~Diann Nickelsburg

Daily Office Reading:


AM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+30"�Psalm 30�, �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+32"�32�; PM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+42"�Psalm 42�, �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+43"�43� ��HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Ezekiel+39:21-29"�Ezek. 39:21-29�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Philippians+4:10-20"�Phil. 4:10-20�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=John+17:20-26"�John 17:20-26�








