Sunday, February 21, 2010

Day 45- People are Strange
Daniel Chapter 9, Verses 3-10

In this reading the prophet discusses how the people have sinned and done wrong, have been wicked and disobeyed God and because of their actions they have been covered with shame. Throughout history, both in the Bible and in other settings, shame has been used by societies to regulate behavior and to keep people within cultural norms. I’ll bet most of you reading this can hear your parent’s voice saying, “ Aren’t you ashamed of that.” I can even hear my own voice saying it to my own children.

That being said, it seems to me that in much of our society today, nothing is shameful. “If it feels good, do it” was the motto of the sixties and it seems to have stuck around until today. The gurus and grand Pooh-Bahs of the sixties preached that pretty much any behavior was OK unless it was hurtful to others. 

At that point if you were the least bit judgmental, you were not “cool” -- and we all wanted to be “cool.”  There now seems to be no shame in any behavior. Our rates of divorce, teen pregnancy, murder, and crime in general are off the charts.  The USA has the highest rate of people in prison per 100,000 population of any industrialized country, partly because we are not as lenient as other countries and because of drug sentencing policies. Unmitigated greed on Wall Street and corruption in government seem to be rampant.  I believe that our society is broken in many ways. 

Our churches today preach a positive message of Christ’s love for us and for our love of others, and I certainly agree with that teaching. I truly believe that if we all practiced that type of love that the aforementioned problems would be greatly diminished. 

However, since we are all imperfect people, perhaps shame should make a comeback in our lives the way that it reappeared from time to time in the Old Testament when the Israelites strayed from the will of God and the prophets had to call them to account. A well- known local philosopher who resides in my house said, “perhaps a little shame is good for our souls.”    







~Curt Womble 
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