Friday, February 26, 2010

Day 50 – Without a Doubt
1Corinthians 3: 16-23
16Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 17If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 
 18Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"[a]; 20and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile."[b] 21So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas[c] or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.



Before even reading the Bible verses that go with the lesson for Day 50, 'Without a Doubt,' I have thoughts that come to mind.  We all have challenges in our lives.  Some of them may be big and some may be small, but we will always be challenged in different ways.  It is how we handle our challenges and what choices we make when put to the test that decide who we are and what we believe.  When my son Ian was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma, a soft tissue cancer, I had no idea what to expect or how to wrap my brain around such a shocking event.  I could not even remember the name of it nor did I know what it meant.  Shock may have been what happened to me first, it is hard to say.  I did not cry, which would seem like the normal thing to do.  Prior to hearing the news from the doctor, I remember waiting and thinking and waiting some more and while we had time to contemplate what might be going on in Ian's body, I thought, "Well, whatever it is, God will not give me more than I can handle.  He will get us through whatever it happens to be!"  Maybe that is why I did not cry initially or much through Ian's challenges, struggles, and sickness that ended up being over a year long.  I did not doubt or question God in any of it, at the time it was happening or since.  God carried me and my family through an extremely trying and difficult experience.  There is no doubt for me, I would have survived that experience without God, my family and support from so many people I call friends, many of them members at Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  Our church was an incredible pillar of strength for Nemo, me and our family when Ian was at CHKD for 296 days.  There were prayers said for Ian and our family by many and I, without a doubt, feel like it made all of the difference in the world.  People always wanted to know how they could help, and I could tell them their prayers were helping and to keep them coming.  Knowing that was a contribution gave both the person offering and me a sense of pride and appreciation to be able to help. 
 
We are human to doubt, but God is not human and He will not forsake us.  He will not let us down!  He has done just the opposite for me.  He has made me realize I am a much stronger person than I ever knew I could be.  I continue to have challenges, as we all will on this earth, and my plan is to trust God, stay in touch with God by asking God for what I need to manage my challenges and struggles, and know that without a doubt I will meet God when it is my time.  I welcome and look forward to that opportunity!  Since 2006 I have laughed and declared, "God does not gives us more than we can handle," so I declare; God loves you and me both without a doubt! 
 
God's Peace, 
Stacey Larmore      
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