Saturday, February 27, 2010

Day 51 -  Lip Service
 

 

Today's reading from the Gospel of Mark recounts the story of Jesus healing a man's withered hand. You might think this would be cause for great rejoicing. But as Jesus looks around he sees hardness of heart, because the healing took place on the Sabbath in violation of the rules and regs (no work on the Sabbath).
 

Our meditation on "Lip Service" references another "grievous" breach of etiquette by Jesus in allowing his disciples to eat with unwashed hands, the criticism by the religious leaders, and Jesus' response, "These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me."
 

What is it that leads people of faith (which the Pharisees and Sadducees certainly were) to harden their hearts to God's activity in the world? Our meditation points to the difficulty many have in seeing the Holy Spirit of God moving and acting in new and different ways. "Maintaining the same old, same old within Christianity is simply lip service. It is ignorance and denial of the fact that the notion of progress has led us further and further away from the purity and authenticity of our faith."
 

In the early 1990's I attended a week-long conference in Evergreen, Colorado hosted by Episcopal Renewal Ministries. The power of the Holy Spirit was manifested to me in heart-warming new ways, and I grew deeply in my faith. But what was stunning to me was the rigidity and hardened hearts that were revealed to me by many over breakfast. Orthodoxy and the correct understanding of church doctrine was huge. Homophobia was rampant. I truly wondered how it was possible to be so open to the life-transforming power of the Holy Spirit, and yet so closed and hardened to the possibility that the Holy Spirit might be calling us to a more generous and loving response to gay people in the 20th century.
 

I've come to believe that perhaps the most vital core of our faith lies in how we manifest the fruits of the Spirit in our lives (Galatians 5:22): love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. If the Fruits of the Spirit are bubbling up in our lives, coursing through our veins, moving us deep, deep down, then I believe we will fully realize the "blessing of what it is to be human". If the Fruits of the Spirit are not moving and shaking us, then it will be oh so easy "to stand on the shore criticizing and judging the spectacle of it all."
~ John Baldwin

Daily Office Reading:


AM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+55"�Psalm 55�; PM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+138"�Psalm 138�, �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Psalm+139:1-23"�139:1-17(18-23)� �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Genesis+41:1-13"��Gen. 41:1-13�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=1+Corinthians+4:1-7"�1 Cor. 4:1-7�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org?passage=Mark+2:23-3:6"�Mark 2:23-3:6�








