Friday, March 19, 2010
Day 71 –Petering Out
Finding God in the Rubble

I chose Day 71 because the number 71 represents two important milestones in my life:  my Naval Academy class where I completed the transition from smart kid from the wrong side of the tracks to a professional military officer, and my Cursillo weekend where I started the transition from immature Christian to a more mature Christian.  The Scripture readings for the day also mark transitions:  Abraham’s from wealthy (and childless) farmer to the father of a great nation, David’s from shepherd and soldier to king, and Jesus’ from child to young adult.  

Today’s meditation from The Porpoise-Diving Life is about “petering out”:  Just as we need physical nourishment to sustain our bodies to meet life’s physical challenges, we need spiritual nourishment to sustain us in times of crisis such as a serious illness or the death of a friend or family member.  In his sermon several weeks ago Father John observed that tragedies like the earthquake in Haiti tend to bring out both the best and the worst in humanity.  Many of us were offended by the ignorant, insensitive and dare-I-say racist remarks of Pat Robertson, Rush Limbaugh and other public figures.  And, sadly, based on the chain emails we received, the blog postings on the local on-line newspaper, and conversations around the water coolers at our places of work, some of our neighbors, who claim to be Christians, share those views.  And too many others are simply indifferent to human suffering (“I’ve got mine; the rest of you are on your own”).  But we’ve also been heartened by the stories coming from Haiti of incredible acts of bravery and courage by the Haitian people digging through the rubble with their bare hands; the selfless dedication of charitable organizations, NGOs, military units, and search-and-rescue teams from all over the world; and the generous outpouring of financial support from millions of Americans.  There have been accounts of miraculous recoveries of survivors who lived far longer buried under rubble than the “experts” said they could.  And we’ve heard countless stories of how prayer and faith in God have helped sustain the Haitian people through this terrible crisis.

The tragic events in Haiti have challenged my assumptions on two levels.  It seems that lifetimes of hardship and deprivation have enabled many of the Haitian people to survive 

under seemingly impossible circumstances, circumstances that would have killed us pampered, overfed denizens of the “first” world (“first” in what?).  And rather than having cursed or abandoned the people of Haiti, God has bestowed on them a double portion of grace:  by giving them the faith and courage to endure this tragedy and by giving others the opportunity to reveal God’s mercy to them.  One of the most moving accounts I heard was from an American Jesuit priest who witnessed a large group of Haitians, many with Bibles in hand, gathered in the ruins of a church and singing in Creole the hymn “How Great Thou Art.”  How great indeed!  If I were to find myself in similar circumstances I would probably have “petered out” physically long before the Haitian people have.   And were but my faith in God only half as strong.   The Haitian people can serve as an inspiration to us all.

“Think of our new village here as the home of Jesus Christ, not the scene of a disaster.  Life is not a disaster. Life is joy! You don’t have food? Nourish yourself with the Lord. You don’t have water? Drink in the spirit.”  Rev. Joseph Lejeune as he gathered the remnants of his congregation for a Sunday prayer service in the ruins of his Port-au-Prince church.

Continue to keep in your prayers the people of Haiti and those who have come to their aid and, if you have not already done so, prayerfully consider a financial donation to Episcopal Relief and Development, the Red Cross, Partners in Health, Operation Blessing (Yes, Pat Robertson has his redeeming qualities; now as for Rush Limbaugh…), or some other organization that has “boots on the ground” in Haiti.  The need is great and abiding. 

Se pou nou viv byen yonn ak lòt, jan Kris la vle l' la. Paske, Bondye rele nou pou nou viv byen yonn ak lòt pou nou ka fè yon sèl kò. Toujou chonje sa li fè pou nou.  (Colossians 3:15)

Paske, Paul Smith

Daily Office Reading:


AM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130695673"�Psalm 89:1-29 or 89:1-4,26-29�                      �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130695788"�2 Sam 7:4, 8-16�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130695848"�Romans 4:13-18�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130695907"�Luke 2:41-52�








