Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Day 54-Riptide 

         
  As one who has lived near the ocean all my life, I learned early on about riptides and how to escape being pulled out to sea if caught in one. Dangerous and potentially deadly, many people die in riptides needlessly because the natural reaction to finding yourself far from shore is to swim back towards it. Overcoming this fear and swimming parallel to shore are difficult when gripped with the terror of finding things out of the natural order. As the author states in this reading, our Christian lives are similar to the reaction of someone caught in a riptide because we often have to do what seems illogical, trusting that God has the situation in hand. If we trust our own inclinations, we will perish.

           As a teen I decided to respond to the invitation to become a Christian. My reason at that time for wanting to be included in the family of Christ was fear of what would happen to me if I didn't accept Christ. The added benefit was not having to worry about anything anymore. After all, as a child of Christ I was entitled to all good things.  Not realizing that commitment to Christ was a heartfelt decision rather than an elite group of special people, I was soon disillusioned. All good things didn't come to me if only I prayed hard enough. I wasn't being honest about what I really wanted. I wanted to be back on shore, but was not willing to go against the flow.

          Later on, after being caught in the riptides of life a few times, I found I needed that lifeguard whose name was Jesus. I didn't need him to give me all good things, I needed him to save me. Once I allowed him to teach me to go against my own will and trust him, things became not always good but always bearable. 

           As I have dealt with some painful situations and observed others who trust God with their lives, I now don't know how one can survive this life without faith. 

           Not going with the flow requires us to step out of our comfort zone, to be inconvenienced, to give up time and material things. Even though this life as a Christian doesn't always make sense to me, I have to trust God, listen to his instructions, and believe that he will walk me through.

           Praying and having the answer be “no” takes more trust than believing I will get everything that I want.

~Sally Carver



Daily Office Reading:


AM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130617119"�Psalm61,62�;  PM �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130617201"�Psalm 68:1-20(21-23)24-36� �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130617313"�Gen 42:1-17�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130617373"�1 Cor 5:1-8�; �HYPERLINK "http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=130617426"�Mark 3:19b-35�








