Sunday, March 21, 2010


Day 73 - Herring

Psalm 118: The stone which the builders refused has become the head stone of the corner.

There is a wonderful Norfolk photograph taken in the winter of 1909 at the corner of Olney and Shockley Gardens Road. The photograph captures a ceremony of the laying of a church cornerstone. The stone is that of Christ and Luke’s church and is being dedicated by the secular and religious authorities of the time, a jubilant crowd. Looking closely at the photograph, one can see that the stone is hollow and certain appropriate items are placed inside. The exact contents may have been temporarily lost to history, but the moment of hope is captured in memoriam.

More than 100 years later, I can hardly drive by this site without remembering that photograph and wondering what might be inside that cornerstone. In fact, it has made me an unofficial fan of cornerstones in general. I always look for them, especially around churches. The hope and purpose of every cornerstone spark my imagination. 

In Psalms 118, the psalmist speaks: The stone which the builders refused has become the head stone of the corner. The best masons and engineers of the time (the Scribes and Pharisees) pushed aside a stone as inferior and the Lord made that (Jesus) the cornerstone of the church.  The knowledge and the best figuring of man will not produce a proper foundation.  God discards the stone of the builders and builds his church on a special stone, a stone and church which shall joyously bear the weight of countless generations to come.  Love and hope cannot be built on the common reasoning of this world, but transcend all worldly understanding to find their place in the Kingdom of God, an unshakable foundation for all that comes afterward.  

Faith is a foundation which is unshakable and can bear the weight of each day, whatever comes.  We may stay grounded in the faith and assurance that our foundation in the love of Christ cannot be shaken. When we carry Christ’s love and faith in our hearts, the hope of future generations will be built upon the good works we do each day. If stones could talk, they would tell us our daily work is never in vain. The cornerstone of Christ and Saint Luke’s has seen two world wars, a depression and more than six generations of faithful pass its mortar. Like those on that cold winter day so long ago, I am inspired by the hope, love, and faith of the church. I am part of the foundation of the age.

~Thomas Coates
Daily Office Reading:
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