Saturday, March 27, 2010

Day 79- Reverse
2 Corinthians 4:13-18                     

So much of life is about what we see. If we see it, it's there. It exists. If we can't see it, we don't believe it. 
We can't just take the weatherman's forecast that it will snow, we have to see him pointing on the doppler to huge, thick colors inching into our borders. 
If they tell us the hurricane is worthy of evacuation, we have to wait until we see the poor newscaster at the oceanfront, in the rain, with one hand clutching the boardwalk as he screams out the weather conditions, so we can see and believe them. 
We have to see results in order to keep exercising. We have to see affection in order to believe someone loves us. We have to see report cards, tests grades, and SOL scores in order to prove that our children are learning. We have to see footage of people living on streets, orphans stranded and chaos in another land in order to believe how bad it really is. We have to see change in order to believe we are progressing. We have to see a light on at the end of the hallway at night, so we feel safe, and when we are surrounded by hundreds-either at a busy intersection, airport, or mall, we like to see someone smile or nod in our direction, so we don't feel alone. 
It's just a fact, we have to see it, to believe it; however, the most important part of one's life, his/her own personal relationship with Christ and belief in God, must be gained and maintained without sight. As it states in 2 Corinthians 4: 18, we must "fix our eyes not on the seen but on the unseen. For what is seen is temporary and what is unseen is external." 
At first glance it sounds like a riddle, (look at the unseen-huh?) but as I thought about this verse longer, it hit me. What is seen, doesn't require faith. If you can see it, you don't have to dig deeper into those new and sometimes scary parts of your spiritual walk-you just see it. Plain and simple. How fun is that? Where would the challenge be for us? See, the funny thing about humans is that we like the big stories. The newscaster on the boardwalk in the rain, excites us. The threat of eight inches of snow sends masses to Food Lion for batteries and water, yet despite the chaos, every person in line has a secret smile of excitement. Whether it is a gloomy economic or weather forecast, we like drama. That’s what makes this whole walking by faith thing so much fun. For instance, as an adult, you can look back and see that parts of growing up were hard, but if somebody were to warn you ahead of time about every heartbreak, bad decision, or pimple you would have between 13-20, how much fun would that have been? What's the point? 
The point is-God's ultimate point is that we have to trust Him, believe He is who he says He is, and believe that the whole story from the virgin birth, resurrection, all the way up to the part where He actually wants us back, and not just for eternity, but right now. Yes, the one who made the stars and universe, wants you back in a closer relationship with Him-and Now! He wants you to trust Him, so sit down, buckle up, and enjoy the ride...with Him, right there by your side. And no, He's not going to show you footage from the oceanfront, test scores, or a doppler, but He will hold your hand and when things get scary, He'll hold it even tighter. You may not see it, but again, that's the best, most exciting part of the ride! 

                               ~Charlotte Jenkins
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